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What a year it’s been.  I’m so looking forward to my time up at Marcus Beach 
and I’m quite sure most of you can say the same thing.   A cold drink on a 
hot day, looking out over the lake while listening to other cottagers laughing 
and enjoying the summer – I can hardly wait.  Although Marcus has some-
thing to offer in every season of the year, with all of the restrictions and shut-
downs over the past year, this summer is going to be extra special. 

We were pleased to welcome three new Board members: Stewart Dean, 
Alan Dick and Brett Boudreau.  As you will read later in the newsletter we 
have a few exciting initiatives this year, from the creation of a design commit-
tee to purchasing new fridges and kayaks.   

Another project that will be unfolding in the days and weeks to come is an 
ability to significantly improve our internet service.  There are a few reasons 
we are looking at this; from the increased use of TV streaming services to 
companies offering the ability to work from home, we know that the demand 
for better service at the cottage will only rise in the coming years.  We have 
access to an option that may provide high-quality connectivity at a reasona-
ble cost – so stay tuned for more as details come available in the next few 
weeks. 

Although we were sad to say goodbye to Saul Dicks, we’re very happy to 
welcome a new maintenance person to the Marcus Beach family.  Stephen 
(“Tiggs”) McPherson has a wealth of experience and has already started 
working with Brian and Lori on keeping the cottages and property in the ex-
cellent condition we’re accustomed to.   

Finally, a big thanks to Lori, who has kept us running throughout this very 
stressful year.   Balancing the demands of owners, the cleaners, the County 
and the Board is not easy, so thanks again Lori. 

On behalf of the Board, I wish you all a happy and healthy summer.   See 
you on the dock! 

 
Paul Geukers, 
President,  
Marcus Beach Cottage Owners Association 
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 Cottage Refresh 
Roadmap 

 
One of the most exciting projects 
that Marcus Beach has undertaken 
in recent years is the Cottage Re-
fresh Roadmap.  The goal of the 
project is to end up with a set of 
design and decorating initiatives to 
be taken over many years, with a 
clear end goal in sight. 

The Board wanted to ensure there 
was a mix of both professional 
opinion as well as owner input.  
With that in mind, we have struck a 
design committee.  The Board has 
asked the committee to ensure the 
interior décor of our cottages re-
mains up-to-date while maintaining 
a “cottagey” feel.  

 
The design committee has eight 
members: 
• Two Board members:  Monique 

Telmosse and David Lee 
• Four volunteer owners:  Suzy 

Goh, Mary Gingrich, Christine 
Hyman and Debbi Moses 

• Lori Roberts 
• Andi Monopoli (design consult-

ant) 

Andi Monopoli was selected as the 
result of a formal procurement pro-
ject.  The Board issued an RFP, five 
different designers responded, and 
Andi was our preferred choice.  Her 
fee structure was reasonable, she 
has worked with similar properties 
in the past (e.g. Tory’s Landing) and 
has helped Lori out occasionally 
with purchases such as linens and 
sofas. 

The committee is creating a multi 
year roadmap to use when appli-
ances and furnishings need replac-
ing.  Andi will advise us on colour 
schemes, kitchen layout, wall art 
and other decorative touches such 
as furniture placement.   We are 
also hoping to leverage Andi’s pur-
chasing contacts whenever it is 
beneficial to do so.  

Although Covid is slowing the work 
down, the hope  is to have a draft 
roadmap to share broadly with all 
owners within a few months.  At that 
time, owners will have the oppor-
tunity to see what is being proposed 
and provide feedback to the design 
committee. 

The first priority for the committee 
was the identification of the best 
refrigerator to replace our aging 

units.  That was successful and Lori 
has purchased 19 smudge-proof 
stainless steel fridges which will 
hopefully be delivered this summer.  
Other kitchen appliances, the sofa 
beds, and second-floor window 
treatments are all on the list. 

We hope that you will be excited to 
see the road map when the first 
draft is complete and we look for-
ward to owner feedback. 

Save the Date 

2022 AGM 
 
Mark your calendars!  The next 
AGM will be held on Saturday, April 
23rd, 2022 at 10am.  The location, if 
in person,  will be at:  
 

Hilton Garden Inn 
300 Commerce Valley Dr E, 

Thornhill, ON L3T 7X3 
(905) 709-8008  

 
Our Annual General Meeting is a 
chance for you to meet the Board 
and your fellow cottage owners, 
and one of your few opportunities to 
ask questions of the Board directly. 
 

https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsMy_JTTY3MGC0UjWosLBMMUkxSTJJS0k2SbUwMrcyqDA2S0w2SDIyTEtKNjE1M0j0ks7IzCnJz1NITyxKSc1TyMzLUyjJyC_KAwrnAADG7hl2&q=hilton+garden+inn+thornhill&rlz=1C1MSIM_enCA938CA938&oq=hilton+garden+Inn+Thornhill&aqs=chrome.1.0i
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Internet Update 
Your Board, in conjunction with  
William’s Landing, is undertaking 
an investigation of what can be 
done to improve internet service to 
our properties. 

 
Our current inter-
net service is via   
DSL (i.e. tele-
phone lines).  On 
the positive side 
this uses existing  
telephone wires 
but on the nega-

tive side  it is slow and the further 
from the source (near Haliburton) 
the worse the service becomes. 
 
Ideally, one of the large internet 
providers would lay fiber cable to 
Marcus Beach.  We have always 
hoped this would happen but in a 
rural setting like ours this remains 
elusive. 
 
Another option is a wireless  con-
nection.  Wireless supports much 
greater internet speeds and allows 
the possibility of  different (and less 
expensive) telephone service. 
 
The possibilities are intriguing and 
the Board will provide further      
updates as our investigation pro-
gresses. 
 

Operations 
Update 

 
Lori and team have been doing lots 
of work in preparation for the    
summer season.   
 
Covid has made the timing of deliv-
eries unpredictable but here are 

new items expected over the next 
few months: 
 
Replacement Single Seat Kayaks 
 
Our single seat kayaks will be re-
placed with two different models.   
 
There will be five replacement 
Inuvik kayaks (same model as cur-
rently used) and four Tofino “Sit on 
Top” kayaks. 

 
The Inuvik Kayak is a broad, very 
stable kayak with a very large cock-
pit opening, lumbar supports and 
adjustable foot stops.  It is similar to 
what we’ve had in the past and per-
fect for large loads or rough   water. 
 
The Tofino style is new; it’s a fast, 
stable sit-on-top kayak.   

This option is perfect for casual use 
or if you don’t feel comfortable sit-
ting inside a traditional kayak.  
 
The Tofino has a removable pad-
ded seat with adjustable back sup-
port and adjustable foot stops.  
 
New Fridges 
 
Cottages will have their refrigerators 
replaced, hopefully over the      
summer, with a new Maytag model. 
 
The fridge is 30 inches wide (same 

as the current one) 
unit with a capacity 
of 18.67 cubic feet. 
 
The fridge is stain-
less steel, with a 
bottom freezer 
drawer. 
 
The finish is finger-
print resistant and 
comes with bright 

LED lights and glass  shelves.   
  
Second Dock Table 
 
The second side tables for the 
docks that were ordered over a 
year ago have arrived at last! 
 
New Roofs 

Cottages 1, 3 and 13 were re-
shingled during the spring mainte-
nance period. 
 
Cottage Staining 

Staining is off to a slow start, due to 
weather and Covid-19, but we’re 
hoping to do another few units this 
autumn. 

Resources 
There is so much to see and do in 
Haliburton!  Here are a few re-
sources to help you: 

 

Highlander Newspaper: 
The Highlander  
 

Tourism site with suggestions: 
My Haliburton Highlands  
 
County of Haliburton official site: 
Haliburton County 
 

Hiking Trails: 
Haliburton Hiking Trails 

https://thehighlander.ca/
https://myhaliburtonhighlands.com/
https://www.haliburtoncounty.ca/
https://myhaliburtonhighlands.com/hiking-trails/
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 Lori’s Corner 

Garbage & Recycling 

Our local landfill sites are no longer 
accepting material, so all garbage 
is now being trucked out of the 
County.  As a result, there are 
some minor changes to our gar-
bage and recycling rules.     
 
If there is any recycling material in 
the dumpster, Marcus Beach will 
charged a sorting fee.  An updated 
recycling guideline is available in 
the cottage binder.  Please be par-
ticularly mindful of cardboard, an 
easy one to overlook. 
 
Bass Fishing 

Did you know that the bass fish 
spawn at the dock areas at Marcus 
Beach?  This is one of the reasons 
that we ask that you do not fish 
from the docks until bass season 
opens (last Saturday of June each 
year). 

In the time that you “catch and re-
lease” other species of fish will de-
vour the eggs in the bass nest.  So 
please be careful!  
 
Quilts and Blankets 

Owners are reminded that the 
quilts/blankets are not being put 
onto the beds.  They are stored in 
the closet areas.  This will allow 
owners to bring their own outer 

bedding.  All beds will be made up 
with clean linen. 

Bird Feeders 

Owners who put 
up bird feeders 
on the veranda 
are asked to re-
move them when 
they leave the 
cottage or they 
will be tossed out 

by the cleaners at the end of the 
week. 
 
Birds have been making nests in 
the rafters and often leave quite a 
mess under / around the feeders. 
 
Laundry 

Owners are reminded that if they 
use extra linen from the cupboard,  
they are responsible for the extra 
laundry.  During the change over 
period the cleaners do not have the 
time to complete additional loads of 
laundry. 
 
Also, if you are using skin creams 
or ointments please bring your own 
sheets.  There have been a number 
of sheets ruined because of oint-
ment residue. 
 
Please remember, the best way to 
contact the Property Manager, Lori 
Roberts,  is by email: 
manager@marcusbeachcottages.ca 
   

Introducing 

 Stephen McPherson 

We are happy to introduce Stephen  
(“Tiggs”) McPherson, our new 
maintenance person.  Stephen is a 
fully certified  technician and brings 
a wealth of experience in property 
maintenance and renovation.   

Stephen has family that have lived 
in the Minden area for many years 
and he owns property nearby. 

Please be sure to welcome Ste-
phen when you see him at Marcus 
Beach this summer! 

Over the summer months, Stephen 
will be assisted by Brian McGroarty.  

This is Brian's second summer at 
Marcus Beach and he has been an 
enormous help in staying on top of 
all the maintenance activities while 
the search for a new fullt-ime 
maintenance person was under-
way.   

 

Brian is retired from Bell Canada, 
but likes to be busy. He’s a wel-
come addition to the Marcus team.  
If you didn’t have a chance to meet 
Brian last year, please make sure 
to say hello this summer. 

mailto:manager@marcusbeachcottages.ca
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Proposed Shoreline  
 Protection By-Law 

There is a lively and often conten-
tious debate happening in Halibur-
ton County over the introduction of 
a new “Shoreline Protection By-
Law”.  The proposed by-law will: 

• add new protection for natural 
shoreline vegetation located within 
30 m of the high water mark; 

• create a permit process for 
some forms of site alteration within 
30 m of the high water mark; 

• limit development to only 25% 
of shoreline areas; and 

• continue to protect trees within 
30 m of the high water mark. 

The by-law  would mainly affect 
new development and should not 
impact Marcus Beach (other than 
any future new development within 
30m of the shoreline, which seems 
unlikely).  

There is an excellent Article in a 
recent edition of the Highlander  

which claims that the proposed new 
rules will preserve lake health, and 
that healthy shorelines on lakes and 
rivers protect aquatic communities, 
fish habitat, source water, and re-
duce the destructive algae blooms. 
 
The two sides of the debate are es-
sentially the Haliburton County 
Home Builders Association 
(opposed) and the Coalition of Hali-
burton Property Owners Association 
(in favour). 

The debate about the shoreline is in 
addition to the existing Tree Preser-
vation By-Law, which  protects most 
healthy trees within 30m of the 
shoreline. 

Because the proposal is so conten-
tious the County Council is hiring a 
consultant to help oversee, and 
make recommendations, regarding   
the by-law development.   

In the meantime, it’s nice to know 
that local government and industry 
is focused on making sure that the 
lake that we enjoy so much remains 
healthy, even if finding the balance 
between development and main-
taining natural habitat can be elu-
sive. 

 

Owners’ Survey 
We’ll soon be issuing our annual 
Marcus Beach owner satisfaction 
survey. 
 
Please take a few minutes to com-
plete it and help your Board of Di-
rectors understand your concerns, 
issues, and thoughts. But please 
reach out at anytime to: 
 
marcusbeachboard@gmail.com 

Bears 
Although not common there have 
been a few bear sightings in the 
area over the past few years. 

Black bears can be attracted by pet 
food, bird feeders, ripe fruit, dirty 
BBQ’s as well as garbage and recy-
cling.    

In most cases, bears will use their 
acute sense of smell to locate these 
items, so the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment strongly suggests ensuring 
your garbage and recycling is se-
cure and pet food is either brought 
in at night or placed in a sealed 
container.   Please make sure your 
BBQ is cleaned after every use. 

https://thehighlander.ca/2021/02/11/shoreline-bylaw-what-you-need-to-know/
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 New Hiking Trail 

A new hiking area has opened that 
is only a ten minute drive from Mar-
cus Beach.  The Barnum Creek 
Nature Reserve was opened to the 
public in October 2020, and there 
are seven kilometers of trails to en-
joy in all seasons with trails ranging 
from easy to challenging.  

The Nature Reserve is the result of 
a private donation and provides 
600 acres of forest and wetlands.  It 
has a broad diversity of ecosys-
tems from marshes and swamps to 
hardwood and mixed forest.  It is 
the natural habitat for a wide variety 
of plants and wild animals such as 
fox, beaver, porcupine, muskrat 
and moose. Many different bird 
species (some rare) are abundant. 

Bicycling is permitted only on the 
main trail. Motorized vehicles are 
not allowed, nor is hunting. 

Driving Directions: The Barnum 
Creek Nature Reserve is at 1118 
Gould Crossing Road. From Mar-
cus Beach, drive north on Kasha-
gawigamog Lake Road towards the 

Village of Haliburton. At the junction 
with Gelert Road, turn right. Then 
watch for the green sign pointing to 
the Gould Crossing Road turnoff 
and turn left off Gelert Road. Cross 
the Haliburton County Rail Trail, 
and then go up a steep hill. The en-
trance to the parking lot is on your 
right. 

Shared Memories 
We are always on the lookout for 
interesting photos of Marcus Beach 
to share with all our cottagers. And 
although a picture can be worth a 

thousand words, if you want to in-
clude a sentence or two to go with 
the picture, that would be amazing.  

We would like to include a few pic-
tures in every newsletter.  If you 
have some photos you would like to 
share please send them in the high-
est file size possible to: 

marcusbeachboard@gmail.com 
 

2021/22  

Board of Directors 
 
Once again, a huge thanks to all 
owners who volunteer to help man-
age Marcus Beach.   

This year your board members are: 

Paul Geukers  (President) 
Stewart Dean (Treasurer) 
Bruce Miller (Secretary) 
Monique Telmosse  (Operations) 
David Lee (at Large) 
Alan Dick (at Large) 
Brett Boudreau (at Large) 
Peter Symons (Past President, ex-
officio) 
 

A special thank you as well to all 
the owners who help out with the 
many special projects! © Ian Darragh Barnum Creek 

© Ian Darragh 

mailto:marcusbeachboard@gmail.com

