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Hello fellow Marcus Beach cottage owners, 
 
I think summer is on its way!  Another mild winter, a warm early spring and a May 
with cool temperatures and much flooding.  It was nice to see so many towns and 
cities across Ontario and Quebec come together to assist one another in protecting 
their property and that of their neighbours against the terrible flooding. 
 
It is my hope and that of the entire Board of Directors that we too, are coming 
together and contemplating the true benefits of Marcus Beach property.  Our 
cottages shine as an example of what a fractional ownership property should be and 
set a high standard for other fractional properties.   
 
Let’s not forget all the wonderful accomplishments from the past year and the 
projects and improvements planned for 2017 / 2018.  We came through our very first 
election after many shared thoughts and opinions.  Experience is a great teacher and 
a valuable lesson; many candidates for the Board of Directors spoke to each other 
before and after the results were announced.  Remember that we are all co-owners 
and friends and when walking Joe’s Trail or passing by a dock, continue to say hi and 
pass good wishes to each other.  Together we will set a path forward that continues 
to show our collective pride in ownership and a collective pulling on the oars. 
 
The past year has seen the benefit of planning and the implementation of many 
projects inside and outside of the cottages and surrounding 39 acres that we all 
enjoy.  We’ve been focused on preserving the shoreline, keeping geese at bay, 
enhancing the main beach and volleyball play area.  The roads are in great shape, 
lots of firewood is at the fire pits, special attention to landscaping and more to come! 
 
Our capital reserve fund’s year end balance for 2016 was 100.4% of our 2012 
projections detailed in 2011.  We are financially sound.   
 
Please continue to touch base with your Board via the Board email –  
marcusbeachboard@gmail.com.   
 
Enjoy the summer! 
 
Steve Campbell  
President,  
MBCOA Board of Directors 
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Treasurer’s 
Update 

During the AGM on April 30th, there 
were a few questions on the long term 
strategy for the reserve fund.  
 
The MB reserve fund is managed by  
Globe Invest. Since October 2009 
(inception date with Globe Invest), the 
average annual return as of the end 
March 2017 was 6.4%. The approved 
Investment Policy can be found in the 
members section of the Marcus Beach 
website.   
 
The objective of the reserve fund is to 
have an annual return of 5%.  The 
management by each successive 
Board over the years has, on average, 
exceeded that goal.  
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 Web Site 
Information 

 
Please take a minute to see what’s on 
our website – we’re always looking for 
suggestions on what other information 
would be helpful so please send your 
suggestions to the Board, as well as 
any errors or omissions. 
 
Enjoy! 

A quick reminder to cottagers about 
all the information that’s available on 
the Marcus Beach website.  
 
www.marcusbeachcottages.ca is a 
publicly-viewable website that has a 
lot of good information about our cot-
tages.  In order to look at information 
available only to owners, you’ll have 
to log in by using the username 
“owner” and the password that Lori 
emailed you when you first bought a 
cottage.  (Information on how to re-
trieve a forgotten password is on the 
login page.) 
 
Once there, the “Owners Menu” is on 
the left side of the screen.  As well as 
historical information such as AGM 
minutes and presentations, you’ll find 
our rules and bylaws, our investment 
policy, the original landscape study, 
and more. 
   
You’ll also see a section on MB re-
sales.  In response to some of the 
concerns voiced at the AGM, we now 
only show those listings which are 
current (i.e. not expired) from the 
Chandler Point Owners Dock.  If you’d 
like more information on how to list 
your cottage here, please contact Lori 
who will forward your query to our 
Webmaster.  

The reserve fund objectives are: 
 Preservation of capital (35%) 
 Growth of capital (20%) 
 Income generation (45%) 
 
Our time horizon is long term, and we 
manage the risk by a strategy of  
diversification.   
 
This diversification can be seen in the 
range of assets that we invest in.  The 
MB reserve fund plan has always 
been to invest in the following asset 
types:  high-yield equities (60%), 
growth equities (20%), cash or money 
market (10%), bonds (5%), and pre-
ferred shares (5%).  In this way, we 
are shielded from the day-to-day  
variations in the stock market. 
 
Marcus Beach is now ten years old 
and we are beginning to use some of 
the reserve funds (for example, sofa 
and appliance replacement).   Spend-
ing our reserves in this way is exactly 
how finances are structured to be 
used as a non-profit organization.   
 
More details of the finances can be 
found in the AGM presentation on the 
Marcus Beach website. 
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This past March we were pleased to 
introduce our new Maintenance Person,  
Solomon (Saul) Dicks. 
 
You will undoubtedly see Saul around 
the property this spring and summer; 
please take a minute to introduce your-
self and welcome him to our Marcus 
Beach family!  
 

 Welcome!  Did You Know? 
 
Although each of our cottages are 
scheduled for one spring and one fall 
maintenance week, they’re not all the 
same week.  This allows for four con-
secutive weeks of cottage vacancies 
that let Lori and Saul to do the huge 
amount of work that is scheduled for 
those biannual time slots.  
 
There is a “deep clean” done of every 
cottage as well as any repair work that 
is outstanding.  In addition, we use this 
time to do any major work that is sched-
uled for that year (such as replacing 
sofas or dishwashers). 
 
It requires a lot of scheduling and  
organizing to get everything done in 
that short four-week time period but the 
end result is a community of cottages 
that are well maintained and updated. 
 

Who to Call? 
 
When you have a question, a comment 
or a problem with your accommodation 
or experience at Marcus Beach, you 
should first discuss with our Property 
Manager, Lori Roberts. Both Lori and 
Saul are committed to quickly resolving 
any issues you may have.  
 
If you remain dissatisfied, then we invite 
you to contact your Board of Directors 
at marcusbeachboard@gmail.com. 

Upcoming 
Projects 

In the coming year there will be a 
number of projects and upgrades that 
will occur: 
 
1. Install new dishwashers in all     

cottages 
2. Purchase four additional paddle 

boards (total of 2 per dock) 
3. Install a second lamp in each     

cottage living room 
4. Install basement water monitors 

in each cottage 
5. Install Ecobee smart thermostats 

in each cottage 
6. Update Internet routers in all      

cottages 

Fishing and Water Safety 
 
Please remember that bass spawn 
and nest close to our docks in the 
spring. In order to keep our fish 
healthy and numerous we need to 
refrain from fishing off the dock or 
disturbing the nests in any way until 
the fish are hatched (end of June). 

 
Boats are routinely stopped on our 
lake.  If you’re fishing, please make 
sure to have your licenses handy 
(both fishing and watercraft).  Stay 
safe! 
 
We are in Zone 15 for fishing: 
 
www.ontario.ca/document/ontario-
fishing-regulations-summary 
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Lori’s Corner 
As the summer season approaches 
just a few gentle reminders of cot-
tage guidelines and some upcoming 
activities: 
 
A. 2018 Selection Information will 

be sent to owners after June 21, 
2017.  Owners should receive 
their 2018 confirmed weeks 
sometime in August. 

B. Cottage Rentals – Owners are 
reminded of their responsibilities 
when renting one of the sched-
uled weeks at your cottage. 

Inform the office that there will 
be someone else using the 
week. 

Inform the people who are rent-
ing that you are the first contact 
if there are questions. 

All renters/users need to be  
familiar with the checkout proce-
dures; which includes their   
responsibilities regarding laun-
dry of towels.  They will need to 
know that they will require dish-
washer and laundry detergent. 

C. Supplies — If you run out of 
garbage bags or need a battery, 
toilet paper or even a BBQ 
brush, see Lori in the office. We 
keep them in stock!  

D. Pets at the Cottage – Owners 
with pets are reminded that their 
dogs are to be on a leash at all 
times.  There are some people 
who are afraid of dogs and they 
become very concerned when 
they meet someone with an un-
leashed dog/ 

E. Water Safety – When using 
watercrafts; canoe, kayaks and 

If there is a very dry summer 
there will be a complete fire ban 
— if this happens there will be 
notices posted at all fire pits. 

I. Haliburton County Recycling 
& Waste Removal Policies 

 Waste in clear bags ONLY 

 Please separate paper, con-
tainers, etc. as indicated on 
the Haliburton County Refer-
ence Guide. 

 If you require assistance re-
garding recycling, do not 
hesitate to ask Saul or Lori. 

J. Sports Equipment 

 Pickle Ball – racquets and 
balls are in storage container 
behind the garage. 

 Volleyball – Ball is stored in 
plastic container at net. 

 Horseshoes – Hanging at the 
wood shed - fire pit #2. 

 Storage Shed at garage – 
soccer and basket balls 

 Bicycles – Right side of gar-
age. 

As a courtesy to other cottagers 
please return the equipment after 
it is used to the appropriate stor-
age area—please do not leave the 
equipment on the field/court. 

the paddle boat, please make sure 
that your water safety kit is complete 
before you go out onto the lake.  If 
you caught without the proper safety 
equipment, you can be fined.  Water 
safety kits are checked weekly, but 
that does not guarantee that they are 
complete at all times.  

F. Label Personal Bins – On occasion, 
items are left behind at the cottage 
after the owner leaves.  These items 
are usually put in a lost and found 
basket in the basement of your cot-
tage.  If your bin is labelled, the items 
left behind can be placed on your 
bin.  The office is not the place for 
items left behind. 

G. Action - if you have a concern re-
garding your cottage or the property 
and/or something is missing or 
needs replacing, please let the Prop-
erty Manager know.  There are 
“Cottage Action” sheets in your black 
cottage binder, you can email me, or 
come to the office to discuss.   

H. Local Fire Regulations  - Haliburton 
fire regulations do not allow daytime 
burning at the fire pits between April 
1st and October 30th.  Burning is   
allowed 2 hours before sunset.  More 
information is available in your     
cottage binder.   

 
Security Codes 

 
All cottage combination codes will be 
changed the first week of June.      
Owners will receive their updated codes   
by email.  Please keep this information 
in an area that is easy to find. 

Cottage News 
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Summer in Haliburton Release of the Butterflies 
When: June 18, noon—2pm 
Where: Minden Cultural Centre 
 
Mountain Biking 
When:  Season opens June 3 
Where: Sir Sam’s, Eagle Lake 
www.sirsams.com 
 
Canada Day 
When:  July 1 
Where: Communities throughout Hal-
iburton County each have their own 
special Canada Day celebrations 
 
Annual Dorset Kids Fish Derby  
When:  July 8 
Where: Public Dock, Dorset 
 
Wild Game Dinner  
When:  July 15, 5pm 
Where: Galway Community Centre,  
Kinmount 
www.irondaleontario.ca 
 
Minden Hills Bluegrass Festival  
When:  July 20-23 
Where: Minden Fairgrounds 
 
Forest Festival  
When:  Aug 16 - 20 
Where: Haliburton Forest 
www.theforestfestival.com 
 
Garlic Festival  
When:  July 27, 10am - 4pm 
Where: Abbey Gardens 

Haliburton has a very vibrant social 
scene with lots of things to see and do 
ranging from festivals, arts & crafts and 
many summer and winter activities.   
 
Great web sites to check for ideas are 
www.fyihaliburton.com as well as 
www.myhaliburtonhighlands.com. 
 
A sampling of a few activities: 
 
Minden County Farmers Market 
When:  Saturdays from 10-2 pm 
Where: Minden Municipal Buildings 
 
Haliburton County Farmers Market  
When:  Tuesdays from 12-4pm 
Where: Head Lake Park 
 
Haliburton Highlands Museum 
When:  Tue-Fri  from10am to 5pm 

Haliburton School of Art + Design 
When:  Throughout the summer 
Where: Fleming College, Haliburton 
Numerous programs, see web for 
details:  www.flemingcollege.ca 
 
High Falls Hike & Lunch ($50) 
When:  July 12, 10am – 2pm  
Where: Deep Woods Adventure 
Hub, Wilberforce  
 
Silent Lake Day of Discovery 
(canoeing) 
When:  Twice monthly 
Where: Silent Lake Provincial Park  
 
Haliburton County Fair  
When:  June 10 all day 
Where: Minden Community Centre 
 
Annual Garden Show  
When:  Aug 11 & 12th (times vary) 
Where: Minden Community Centre 
 
Tour de Forest Summer Studio 
Tour  (16 studios, 27 artists open 
their studios to the public)  
When:  Aug 5-7  
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 Annual Survey 
 
Please keep an eye out for the   
annual owner satisfaction survey 
that will be sent to you in June.   
 
As always, you will have the entire 
summer to complete it, allowing you 
to provide your feedback during or 
immediately after your summer 
week at Marcus Beach.  We will 
publish the results in the fall news-
letter. 
 
Please note that you’ll be getting 
TWO surveys in June; this annual 
one plus one focused entirely on 
landscaping issues. 

   

Joe’s Trail 
 
One of the areas of focus in the 
upcoming Landscaping update will be 
Joe’s Trail.   
 
As you all know, there are areas that 
remain damp most times of the year, 
with some spots being practically under 
water during the spring.  Alternative 
solutions will be evaluated and costed as 
part of this work. 
 
We are also aware that there is one 
area, west of the driveway and parallel 
to the road, that used to function as an 
unauthorized dump area.  For several 
years, spring thaws have revealed old 
glassware and even occasional pieces 
of metal.  This space will be marked with 
stakes (see above) to ensure cottagers 
are aware that shoes should be worn in 
the area.  If you see any debris while 
walking, please pick it up and dispose of 
it at the office or in your cottage. 
 
We are investigating a more permanent 
solution but in the meantime, want you 
to be aware of any possible walking 
hazard. 

Landscaping Update 
 
Dean Feltham, chair of the Landscape 
& Facilities Committee, is currently 
working with owners’ requests from a 
number of cottages, reviewing the 
conditions of Joe’s trail and conclud-
ing an agreement with the landscape 
consultants.  
 
There will be a landscape-specific  
survey sent to all owners in June to 
capture all your interests or concerns.  
Please don’t be shy in coming forward 
with suggestions and thoughts! 
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