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Hello fellow Marcus Beach cottage owners, 
 
As summer sets behind us and the cooler temperatures and white flakes of tomor-
row are on the horizon, let’s not forget the wonderful enjoyment each new season 
brings.  Marcus Beach is a great place to be regardless of the time of year! 
 
This extended fall edition of the MB newsletter is jam packed with helpful and      
informative updates and ideas.  Enjoy! 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Marcus Beach,  I welcome all the new owners 
who have joined us over the past few months. Marcus Beach cottages shine as what 
a fractional ownership property should be; we believe our cottages set the standard.   
 
We are particularly excited and proud of the Landscape Project!  You will notice the 
beginnings of the new landscape plan taking form.  Many trees with orange dots 
have been identified as needing to be removed.  The shoreline work has begun with 
Saul implementing directions from the Wildlife Biologist/Consultant of Glenside Eco-
logical Services Limited.  Also a substantial amount of work by Saul around the 
property is quite evident.  Thanks to Dean Feltham, Peter Symons, Saul and Lori for 
all their work so far on this impactful project; there have been myriad consultations, 
walk arounds, emails and discussions. In fact Dean and Peter are still digesting the 
report from Glenside and an outline will be studied by the Board soon.  We antici-
pate with the expansiveness of this project and the investment required, that it will 
be implemented over a five year period.  The Board will continue to provide updates 
to everyone along the way.  We will start with a comprehensive rollout plan and 
budget at the 2018 AGM covering the exciting path forward. 
 
Once again, the upcoming year will see many enhancements to Marcus Beach.  The 
2018 budget material, which you received recently with the annual fee notice, shares 
many of the initiatives to look forward to. 
 
Please continue to touch base with your Board via the Board email –  
marcusbeachboard@gmail.com.   
  
Best Wishes, 
 
Steve  Campbell 
Board President 
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And the Survey Said… 
Once again, we had an excellent response to our annual survey, so a big thank 
you to all owners who took the time to share their opinions.  A truly engaged cot-
tage community is a big help to the Board in setting objectives and prioritizing pro-
jects for the coming year.  
 
Here are the results of the individual questions: 

Q1: Overall, the quality of my cottage experience is being maintained and 
enhanced:  

 85% of owners answered “Satisfied” or “Very Satisfied”.  It is clear that the 
majority of our owners continue to be extremely happy with the investment 
they’ve made at Marcus Beach. 

Q2: Overall, how do you think the Board is doing (non-financial aspects)? 
 60% of owners answered “Very Good” or “Excellent”, and an additional 18% 

answered “Good”.  Many comments on this question related to the Board’s 
handling of the change in maintenance staff.  Responses varied widely, from 
expressing strong support for the Board’s decisions and actions while others 
clearly felt the situation should have been handled differently.   

Q3: How well do you think the Board is doing (financial aspects)? 
72% of owners answered “Very Good” or “Excellent”   

Q4: How well do you think the Property Manager (Lori) is doing? 
 79% of owners answered “Very Good” or “Excellent”.  Due to a technical   

glitch, owners were not given a spot to give comments for this question; by the 
time it was noticed, fixing it was not possible without asking cottagers to re-
submit their survey responses.  If anything like this happens in the future, we 
ask owners to simply include their comments elsewhere in the survey, which a 
few owners did this year. 

Q5: Initial impressions of Saul Dicks: 
There was not a score this year but rather an opportunity to provide feedback.  
Although many owners hadn’t had enough exposure to Saul to feel comforta-
ble commenting, those who did were 100% positive. 

Q6: Cottage Occupancy: 
There was significant support for changing the occupancy rule (72%) and 
you’ll see a full article about this topic in the newsletter. 

Q7: Kitchen Additions: 
Suggestions abounded!   Decisions on what to purchase this year is ad-
dressed elsewhere in the newsletter, but keep those ideas coming. 

Q8: If there was one thing we could change, what would it be? 
Once again, there were some terrific ideas.  Many were related to landscaping 
and have been passed on to the Landscaping Committee.  Others were 
deemed very expensive (home theatre systems, additional TV’s, changes to 
kitchen layout, etc.)  The rest are being evaluated by the Operations group 
and will help guide our future planning. 

 
Thanks again to all who answered the survey.  If you have a question, concern, or 
thought you’d like to share, please don’t wait for the annual survey but send an 
email to marcusbeachboard@gmail.com at any time. 
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Dishwashers 

The number one request from own-
ers for a few years has been to re-
place the dishwashers, and their turn 
has come.  This November, new 
Maytag dishwashers will be installed 
in all cottages (for those who think 
your dishwasher is fine, please know 
that it is much less expensive to re-
place all appliances at the same time; 
we can negotiate bulk purchase pric-
ing as well as reduced shipping fees.) 

The new dishwashers come with a 
few new features that you should be 
aware of: 
 They are lined with steel, not 

plastic.  This should mean a long-
er life for the appliance and also 
means they will be significantly 
less noisy. 

 The top rack is adjustable.  We 
know those big cups and bowls 
are tricky to stack so an adjusta-
ble top shelf means you can work 
around any size item. 

 They are programmable.  If you 
want to run the dishwasher at 
4:00am, you can set the timer to 
do so. 

Please be sure to use environmental-
ly friendly detergent.  Any detergents 
with bleach or other chemicals can 
damage our septic system. 

There will be an owner’s manual for 
the dishwasher left in the cupboard 
above the refrigerator; if you have 
any questions, that will be your best 
spot for answers. 
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Do you enjoy your time at Marcus 
Beach and would like an opportunity to 
contribute to our little spot of heaven 
on earth?  Here are a couple of ways 
your help would be welcomed: 
 
Web Site Developer 
Our current Marcus Beach web site 
(www.marcusbeachcottages.ca) is 
built on a platform that is expiring and 
we’d like to migrate it to WordPress.  If 
you have experience in WordPress 
and would enjoy helping design a new 
site, please let us know!   

Board of Directors 

Every year, the mandate of a few 
Board members expires, allowing a 
few new members to join and intro-
duce new ideas and approaches while 
maintaining continuity.   Specifically, 
we would appreciate interest from 
owners who are interested in the fol-
lowing roles: 

Treasurer:  Responsible for preparing 
the annual budget (with lots of help 
from Lori) and oversight to the finan-
cial reporting to the auditor.   

Secretary:  Recording and publishing 
Board meeting minutes and ensuring 
proper process is followed when mak-
ing and tracking decisions.   

As always, existing Board members 
will be more than happy to help transi-
tion new people into the roles.   

If neither of these roles is appealing 
but you’d still like to be on the Board, 
please still express your interest.  
We’d love to hear from you! 

Long Silicon-tipped Tongs 

A couple of cottagers noted that the 
prolonged use of steel tongs may be 
one of the reasons that the frying 
pans seem to get scratched up so 
quickly.  We have opted for a longer 
set of tongs to allow use on the BBQ 
as well. 

High-quality Knife Sharpener 

We looked at replacement knives, 
which can vary widely in cost and 
quality.  Since high-quality knives 
also need more care and attention 
than most people want to do in a cot-
tage setting, we’ve opted for medium
-quality knives with the ability to 
sharpen them any time you feel they 
need it.   

To use this sharpener, simply run the 
blade of the knife through the darker 
(brown) wheel set a few times, and 
then reverse the device and run it 
through the white wheels.  It takes 
less than 30 seconds and will hone 
the knife nicely. 

2018 Purchases 
Much of our budget this year was   
focused on landscaping and the dish-
washers, but here are a few other   
minor items you’ll see in your kitchen 
before next summer:   

Turkey Baster    

An inexpensive item that will add more 
flexibility to cooking. 

High-Quality Can Opener 

This was another item that was re-
quested by several owners and the 
replacement that will be purchased 
should work on any size or shape of 
can. 

Board membership requires a time 
commitment of approximately 6-7 
meetings a year (most held by tele-
conference) plus email conversations.   

If you’d like to be on the Board starting 
in April 2018, please get in touch no 
later than end of December and email 
us at marcusbeachboard@gmail.com.  



Did You Know? 
Kashagawigamog is on the traditional 
territory of the Anishinaabe and means 
“lake of long and winding waters.” Lake 
Kashagawigamog was an important 
passageway for First Nations travelling 
to traditional hunting grounds and for 
early European settlers who arrived on 
the lake in the late 1800s. 

The Anishinaabe are a group of relat-
ed First Nations that include the Oda-
wa, Ojibwe and Mississauga peoples 
(among others). The Anishinaabe origi-
nally lived in Canada and the US, es-
pecially around the Great Lakes includ-
ing what is now the Haliburton High-
lands.  

The five-lake chain that Kashag-
awigamog is connected to (Head Lake, 
Grass Lake, Soyers Lake, Canning 
Lake and Kash )  covers 68 kilometres 
of shoreline and an incredible 1,720 
hectares  of water surface. 

Lake Kashagawigamog is part of a 600 
lake system that is found within the 
boundaries of the Haliburton High-
lands. 
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Landscaping  
Update 

As most of you know, we are undertak-
ing a major review of the property land-
scaping. Huge thanks to Dean Feltham, 
Peter Symons, Lori and Saul who are 
taking on this massive task. 

The first step was the owner’s land-
scape survey.  We had an amazing 
78% response rate, showing that our 
owners truly care about what MB looks 
like today and into the future.  The sec-
ond step, which we did concurrently, 
was to engage Glenside Ecological 
Services and Forest Design (the same 
companies that completed the 2008 
study) to review the property in detail 
and provide their recommendations.  
That report is now being reviewed and 
recommendations are being drafted,  
incorporating the owners’ feedback. 

One of the bigger issues we’re dealing 
with is the overall density of trees on 
the property.  To that end, we’ve had a 
couple of thorough walkthroughs to 
look specifically at the trees.  If you’ve 
been up lately, you’ve likely noticed that 
there are various markings on trees, 
and here’s what they mean: 

 Orange spray-painted dots mean 
the tree needs to be removed be-
cause it is either dead, diseased or 
decaying, or the tree is creating 
danger to the hydro line infrastruc-
ture; 

 Orange ribbons identify trees that 
were recommended be removed 
due to root growth in ditches, cul-
verts or septic line areas; 

 Blue ribbons identify trees or sap-
lings that will be encouraged to ma-
ture.  These will be monitored and 
pruned as they grow. 

Another area of focused interest is the 
shoreline, both in terms of views from 
our cottage porches and also to ensure 
that we reduce or eliminate erosion.   

The next steps will be for Dean, Peter 
and Lori to work with the consultants to 
review the recommendations, and un-
derstand whether there are natural 
‘phases’ to the work that can be done 
over a few years in order to reduce the 
annual budget impact.  This work will 
be completed prior to the April 2018 
AGM and the financial implications will 
be reviewed in detail with the owners. 
 
In the meantime, Saul will continue to 
work along the shoreline removing   
alders and balsam firs, so that growth 
will be encouraged for the trees or 
shrubs which are either low-growing or 
enhancing the shoreline. 
 
Saul will also be cutting down the 
smaller dead or dying trees that he is 
able to do safely.  There will be times 
that areas will be closed for safety and 
we are asking owners to avoid those 
areas whenever the trail has been 
marked for this purpose.   
 
Stay tuned – this is an exciting project ! 
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Lori’s Corner 
 
As summer comes to an end, here are 
a few things to keep in mind… 

TV PVR  

If you set up any programming to rec-
ord shows while at the cottage, don’t 
forget to cancel it before you leave and  
delete any recorded shows.  If a PVR 
gets full, it will not operate properly, 
and some owners have had problems 
watching TV because of scheduled 
recordings conflicts.   

Laundry 

Linens and towels were damaged at an 
incredible rate this past summer.   
 Please read washing machine   in-

structions if in doubt. 
 Add laundry detergent before the 

linen or towels. 
 Do not pour fabric softener directly 

on top of the linen or towels.  We 
found many towels ruined this past 
summer because of blue marks that 
would not wash out. 

 Please, never, ever use bleach.   
 If you notice stains on the sheets 

when removing from the bed, please 
leave a message with the Property 
Manager (telephone or email).  
There are many stains we can re-
move if we’re notified before wash-
ing. 

 If you use any prescription or over-
the-counter cream medications (e.g. 
Proactive, Clearasil, Vitamin A, etc.), 
you need to be aware that these 
creams damage both sheets and 
towels although you won’t see any 
stain marks until after they have 
been washed.  Sheets/towels with 
orange marks (not white bleach are-
as) after washing indicate a chemical 
reaction between laundry detergent 
and a cream; it doesn’t matter which 
type of laundry detergent is used. 
Owners will be invoiced for this type 
of damage.  One set of queen sheets 
is approximately $75.00. 

 
 

Winter at Marcus Beach 

 Please check the weather before 
you arrive at the cottage and before 
your changeover day to ensure you 
know the driving conditions. 

 Although city drivers often don’t 
bother with snow tires, they are an 
absolute must in the Haliburton 
Highlands.  Please make sure they 
are installed before the snow flies. 

 All roadways and driveways are 
cleared after there has been an ac-
cumulation of over 10 cm (3”).  If you 
see the plow at Marcus, you can as-
sist by moving your vehicle so that 
your whole driveway can be cleared. 

 Cottage porch and steps are cleared 
by Saul on changeover days only.  
During the week, this is the responsi-
bility of the owners. 

 Winter salt is available on each cot-
tage deck; if low, please let the office 
know. 

 The skating rink installation usually 
starts around the end of December.  
In order to have proper skating ice, 
we need -10C for several nights in a 
row.  There will be posting when the 
rink is not available.  Alternatively, 
both Minden and Haliburton arenas 
have public skating times during the 
Christmas break period.   

Trespassers - This summer, we had a 
couple of owners notice boaters moor-
ing near our property and using Marcus 
Beach facilities.  Please know that the 
lake is public property and boats which 
moor in the water are not technically on 
our land.  However, if people then swim 
onto our property and use the beaches 
or other facilities, they are trespassing, 
in which case you should explain that 
Marcus Beach is private property and 
not a resort or public property.  If prob-
lems continue and it is during the week, 
Lori or Saul can help.  

Guests & Renters 

Owners are reminded to notify Lori 
(Property Manager) if you are not going 
to be present during your assigned 
week at the cottage.  Many times this 
past summer we did not know who was 
in the cottage.  A quick email is all that 
is needed and assures us that the peo-
ple in the cottage have your permission 
to be there.   

General Concerns 

Although cottages are thoroughly re-
viewed and reset in each semi-annual 
maintenance period, we want to hear 
about issues more often than that.  And 
even in the maintenance review, things 
may get overlooked or we may be wait-
ing for supplies. We’d rather hear twice 
than miss something. There are sheets 
in every cottage binder that can be filled 
out and my email is: 

manager@marcusbeachcottages.ca .   



Barbeques 
Although barbeque season may short-
ly be coming to an end, here are 
some items worth remembering for 
next year: 

We know we’ve mentioned it before, 
but PLEASE clean your barbeque 
after each usage.  There are two 
equally important reasons for this – 
the first is to discourage bears from 
wandering the property and the smell 
of roasted meat sitting on a BBQ can 
be very appealing.  But just as im-
portant is that one of the most com-
mon complaints we have from owners 
is that they arrive to find a dirty barbe-
que.  We understand that occasional-
ly, we all simply forget… but the num-
ber of dirty BBQ’s seems to be on the 
rise, so please take a few minutes to 
simply brush the cooking surfaces 
well after every use. 

A few other notes: 
 There have been some comments 

in the media about the safety of 
steel-bristled BBQ brushes.  Lori 
has experimented with alternatives 
but unfortunately they haven’t 
worked out.  They are either left on 
a hot surface (which doesn’t work 
for non-steel options) or they are 
improperly used.  And they are 
much more expensive than the 
steel alternative. 
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Critters Around Us 
When we come to Marcus Beach, 
many of us enjoy leaving the suburban 
life behind and getting back in touch 
with nature.  And usually that’s love-
ly… but it’s worth remembering that 
there are lots of animals, fish, and in-
sects that called Marcus Beach ‘home’ 
long before we arrived! 

As well as squirrels, bluejays and deer, 
we also have some snakes on the 
property.  Not very many and they typi-
cally hide long before we show up on 
the path or on the beach.  But a couple 
of owners have commented that 
they’ve seen an occasional water 
snake and we wanted to assure you 
that NO snakes in this area of Ontario 
are poisonous or even aggressive.  If 
you happen across a snake, either on 
land or in the water, we suggest you 
leave it alone and let it go away on its 
own. 

In all cases, if the animal doesn’t    
wander off, just give it a wide berth.  

Now if only the same advice worked 
for horseflies and mosquitoes… 

 We believe steel brushes can be  
quite safe if they are used properly; 
brush the cooking surface well to 
remove any food debris.  When it is 
time to BBQ again, the grills should 
be wiped gently with a paper towel or 
cloth with a bit of cooking oil before 
turning the heat on – this helps main-
tain the iron grills as well as remove 
any tiny particles that may be linger-
ing on the surface. 

 Some of the cast iron grilling surfac-
es are rusting.  This is due mainly to 
poor maintenance by owners.  
Please remember that you OWN that 
barbeque!  Treat it as if it were in 
your back yard, and ensure the sur-
faces are cleaned and oiled; the 
treatment is very similar to a cast iron 
frying pan. 

 If your cooking surface is rusted to 
the point you are uncomfortable 
cooking on it, please contact Lori or 
Saul.  If they agree the surface is 
worth replacing, they will get you a 
new grill.  However, please keep in 
mind that these grilling surfaces are 
not inexpensive so please don’t re-
quest a new one for a spot or two of 
rust… 

 When you are finished with your 
BBQ, don’t forget there are two 
valves to turn off; both on the BBQ 
itself and also the gas line switch 
attached to the deck rail. 
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Cottage Occupancy 
 
The current Cottage Owner’s Agree-
ment (COA) states that the maximum 
occupancy is eight (8).  Many families 
are growing to include grandchildren or 
other extended family, and we’ve had a 
few requests to revisit that limit with the 
thought of increasing it to ten (10).  All 
cottages can comfortably sleep that 
many, and Lori commented that the 
number of occupants doesn’t seem to 
relate to the condition of the cottage 
when left – some large families leave 
cottages  spotless while sometimes a 
small group can leave quite a mess. 
 
The survey indicated the majority of 
owners either supported the change to 
10 occupants (52%) or didn’t mind ei-
ther way (20%).  However, since the 
survey was issued, we’ve learned of a 
few unanticipated expenses that we 
would incur if we were to change the 
formal agreement. 
 

Regardless of whether the septic sys-
tem could handle more cottagers or 
not, we would have to have it formally 
re-evaluated for insurance purposes.  
This would entail a detailed and      
expensive review of the usage of each 
septic bed by certified professionals. 

Similarly, our well would have to be re-
certified for the potential increased 
load.  Again, we’re not concerned that 
the well would actually have issues, 
but it’s currently only certified to han-
dle eight occupants per cottage (as 
that was the intended occupancy when 
the certification was originally per-
formed). 

In a nutshell, there would be a signifi-
cant cost to ensure that our insurance 
and certifications remain current.  

The Board is very aware that many 
cottages are often under the maximum 
occupancy of eight cottagers so if a 
cottage were to occasionally have ten 
guests, it’s very likely not a problem.  
However, since there is no practical 
way to constantly monitor how many 
guests are in each cottage to deter-
mine whether or not the maximum 
number of cottagers is being exceeded 
the Board has decided to leave the 
occupancy limit “as is” in the COA.    

Things To Do in Haliburton 
 
Even though colder weather is on the 
way there is still lots to see and do 
around Haliburton! 
 
www.myhaliburtonhighlands.com is a 
web site that contains many great ide-
as but there are two sections that may 
be of special interest to cottagers.  The 
“What’s Happening” tab contains a 
chronological listing of various events 
occurring throughout the area for the 
following few months. 
 
The “Help Me Find” tab will direct you 
to listings of local restaurants and  mu-
seums as well as where to find a range 
of winter activities from skiing to dog-
sledding. 
 
Another useful website with lots of in-
formation is www.fyihaliburton.com. 
 
When you go into town be sure to pick 
up the local paper “The Highlander” - 
its free and full of information on news, 
events, fairs and activities. 
 
You can also subscribe to get the 
newspaper automatically sent to your 
inbox - check out the link below: 
www.thehighlander.ca/download 



RCI 

 
Those owners who are members of 
RCI should be aware that they have 
recently down-graded Marcus Beach 
from its previous “Silver Crown” sta-
tus.  This is due to the fact that we 
need a minimum of 12 comment cards 
submitted annually to qualify.  We often 
don’t have 12 renters in a year (this 
year, for example, we’ve only had 9 to 
date) and we can’t control whether eve-
ry renter submits a card. 
 
However, this status change means 
that owners who deposit their weeks 
with RCI will receive fewer points in 
exchange.  You may be interested to 
know that Williams Landing, who gen-
erally has about triple the number of 
RCI renters as us, also lost their Silver 
Crown status this year.  
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Don’t Forget 
If you run out of garbage bags or 
need a battery or light bulb you can 
just see Lori in the office.  We keep 
them in stock! 

Rent/Trade 
 
Got your weeks and can’t use one of 
them?  Don’t forget there is both a 
“rental” and “trade” section on the 
Chandler Point web site 
(www.chandlerpoint.com) under the 
Owner’s Dock (the link is at the very 
bottom of the site). 
 
Please remember to check this out 
regularly – you may find someone 
wanting to rent or trade that will work 
well for you too!  Rentals posted on 
this site are moved over to 
(www.marcusbeachcottages.ca) but 
the Owner’s Dock is the only spot for 
you to post or see potential 
trades.  Keep in mind that it’s a great 
way to perhaps experience one of our 
‘sister’ properties! 
 

Internet 
 
Wishing you had better Internet at the 
cottage?  You’re not the only one… but 
we’re limited at the moment by the in-
frastructure in the area, which is provid-
ed by Bell.   
 
We have DSL connectivity, which is all 
that’s available.  Bell keeps promising 
to lay fibre but that will be a few years 
away.  We’ll let you know as we get 
updates, but the current bandwidth and 
speed is all that is available for now. 

Ice Fishing 
 
Ice fishing is a popular winter activity 
in the Haliburton Highlands so a re-
minder of a few safety tips courtesy of 
the Canadian Red Cross: 
 
 Recommended minimum ice 

thickness for a person is 15 cm (6 
inches); 

Winter is coming... 

 Always wear a flotation device and 
cold protection suit, even if you’re 
fishing on thick ice; 

 Avoid traveling on any ice in non-
daylight hours; 

 Clear blue ice is the strongest and 
safest; white opaque ice is half as 
strong as blue ice and grey ice is 
the least safe. 

  
There are specific Ontario ice fishing 
regulations that can be found on the 
Ministry’s web site (Lake Kash is in 
Zone 15): 

 www.ontario.ca/page/ice-fishing.    


