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Inside This Issue 
After a seemingly endless winter and cool spring, summer has suddenly arrived!  As 
the trees unfurl their leaves, grasses turn green, and spring wildflowers start bloom-
ing, I hope you take a minute to reflect on how fortunate we all are to own a little 
slice of paradise at Marcus Beach.  Our cottages are extremely well-maintained, the 
property has a terrific blend of open and forested areas, and we have tons of ameni-
ties to keep more active owners interested.  It is a joy to be there at any time of year. 
 
This year, we have plenty to be pleased about.  The multi-year landscaping project 
is kicking off with work to be done both on the shoreline and with our trees.  Alt-
hough the Board and Lori will try hard to ensure the bulk of the work is done in the 
off-season when it will be least disruptive, please be patient with any disruptions that 
do occur.  We will be having large volumes of rock brought into the property, big 
trees will be felled and chopped – these kinds of things won’t be totally invisible or 
silent, but be assured it’s all being done in the interests of keeping and improving the 
value of your cottage investment. 
 
But there are other things to enjoy as well.  This year, we are replacing all the barbe-
ques as many of the existing ones degraded rapidly over the winter.  We are contin-
uing the cycle of re-staining cottages to ensure our exteriors look as good as the 
interiors.  And for the first time, we’re starting to selectively replace roof shin-
gles.  Unlike exterior staining, these will be done on a strictly “as needed” basis, with 
cottages 5 and 12 having their roofs done this spring and cottage 18 scheduled for 
this fall.  Other cottage roof shingles will be monitored and replaced as required. 
 
We have a new and more modern looking website to enjoy.  We have new dish-
washers that are superbly quiet.  And with all these achievements and activities, we 
finished the year with an operating surplus. As she manages all the various initia-
tives, Lori continues to provide excellent service in keeping the cottages maintained 
and clean.  However, if you notice anything that isn’t quite right, please fill out a 
comment sheet (available in every cottage binder) and drop it off at the office.  Or 
call the office, especially if you notice something near the beginning of your stay; 
small changes can often be done quickly to allow you to enjoy the rest of your week.  
And the Board is always interested in hearing from you at marcusbeach-
board@gmail.com.  
 
Have an enjoyable and safe summer.   

Leslie Geukers 
President, MBCOA Board of Directors 
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Landscaping Update 
 

Likely one of the biggest projects that Marcus Beach has undertaken in several 
years, the Landscaping Project will be a multi-year endeavour that we’ll continue to 
provide updates on for some time.   
 
In 2017, we commissioned a study to look at our shoreline with particular empha-
sis on how to maintain and enhance the views of the lake from the cottage porch-
es.  The study came back with this and more, including observations that we are 
suffering from shoreline erosion in several areas, we have trees that are diseased 
or dead, and we have invasive species encroaching.  The full study is available for 
you on our website in the “owners dock” section. 
 
In early 2018, we put out a tender to get cost estimates on the erosion work.  
Three bids came back and we’ve chosen a ‘preferred vendor’ to do the work.  We 
are now doing final cost negotiations with that vendor.  Concurrently we’ve  applied 
to the Ministry of Natural Resources for a permit to do shoreline work.  Although 
we are hoping the permit will be issued this year, there’s no guarantee when deal-
ing with the Ministry! 
 
Meanwhile, Lori is working with a tree removal service in the area which will be 
starting to remove the trees marked with red and orange spray paint.  Much of this 
work is anticipated to be done in the late fall and winter, when owners are less like-
ly to be impacted by the noise and disruption. 
 
A huge thank you to Dean Feltham, who took on the job of getting this project to 
the point it could be turned over to Lori for execution.  And thank you to all who 
voted to use excess funds in our Capital Reserve to help fund this project, provid-
ing us with a budget to do this high priority work.   

You should be aware that there is additional work that will need to be tackled, 
which the study labeled as either medium or low priority.  This work won’t be for-
gotten but done in future years as budgets allow. 
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Log Chute 
 

Does all this talk of landscaping and 
trees make you want to know more?  If 
you’re interested in the history of the 
area, take a picnic lunch up to the Hawk 
Lake Log Chute (about a 45 min drive 
from Marcus Beach).  There’s an im-
pressive outdoor kiosk with lots of pic-
tures and information about the logging 
industry that was the economic founda-
tion of Haliburton County.   
 
There used to be thousands of log 
chutes in Ontario and the chute at Hawk 
Lake (originally built in the 1860’s) is the 
last one that remains.  Accompanied by 
hiking trails and a  picnic area, it’s a 
lovely way to spend a few hours and 
learn a lot of fascinating information at 
the same time.  

Admission is free and it’s open 24 
hours. 



BBQ’s 

When you next get to the cottage, you’ll 
notice a brand-new barbeque on your 
porch!  We managed to get an extra 
year of use out of the last units (they 
were estimated to last five years but 
they worked for six).  We are somewhat 
limited in choice because of the small 
porch area, but Lori found a great alter-
native in the Napoleon Rogue 425. 
 
The BBQ covers will be arriving in Sep-
tember.   
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The knife sharpener that was chosen is 
the Kuraidori (pictured above). 
 
You may have to look closely to find 
them, but there are labels identifying 
“fine” and a “coarse” slots for the knife.  
Usually all you need is to pull the knife 
through the “fine” slot a few times to 
get a sharp edge.  But for times when 
the knife is really dull, start by using 
the “coarse” side a few times and then 
use the “fine”. 

Knife Sharpener 
 

You’ll notice one significant difference 
in this BBQ; the grills are stainless 
steel.  Although the grills start shiny 
and new they will slowly turn black 
over time; this is normal and to be ex-
pected. 
 

Cleaning stainless steel grills is the 
same as the old ones. Just scrape the 
grills after each use with the steel brush 
that is supplied.   
 
And a quick reminder that if the steel 
brush gets dirty just soak it in soapy 
water. 
 
Remember that the barbeque belongs 
to YOU!  Please do your best to keep it 
clean and in excellent working order 
and it’ll save us all money in the long 
run. 

Septic Tank Systems 
Many of us only experience life with a 
septic tank while at Marcus Beach. 
They’re a safe, economical and effi-
cient way of treating and disposing of 
household water but we do need to 
alter our behavior slightly when at MB 
so that we can reduce the risk of the 
system failing or clogging.  Here are 
some basics: 
 Conserve water; the septic tank 

can only handle so much water at 
a time.  Our tanks are designed to 
handle all the cottages we have, 
but let Lori know if your toilet is 
running or you notice a water 
leak. Use the right level of water 
in the washing machine.   

 Don’t flush or pour non-
biodegradable items down the 
drain.  This is the area where we 
can make the biggest difference.  
NEVER put the following items 
into our septic system: 
 Anti-bacterial soap; 
 Bacon grease or other oil.  

Wait for it to solidify (perhaps 
put it in the freezer briefly) 
and then put it in the trash; 

 Anything that has a string.  
Dental floss is a big culprit, as 
are feminine hygiene prod-
ucts; 

 Baby items; diapers or wipes, 
even if  they are  labeled as  
“flushable”; 

 Kleenex or paper towels; 
 Condoms, cigarette butts, 

cotton swabs (Q-tips) 
 Bleach is particularly nasty – 

it actually kills the bacteria 
that make the septic system 
work; never, ever add bleach 
to a laundry load.   

The septic lines to a couple of cot-
tages have clogged over the years 
and it’s a terribly unpleasant experi-
ence for whoever is in the cottage at 
the time. Please help keep the system 
clean!   
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New Web Site 
 
If you haven’t had a chance yet, take a 
minute to check out our new Marcus 
Beach website; same address 
(marcusbeachcottages.ca) but a brand 
new updated look.  
 
One of the first things you’ll notice is 
the fact that it’s much easier to navi-
gate with a big menu banner across 
the top.  In addition, key information for 
non-owners is front and center, with 
cottages for sale and rent displayed 
right on the front page.  It’s important to 
note that the process for listing rentals 
and sales hasn’t changed; you should 
still post these on the Chandler Point 
website on the “owner’s dock”. 
    
Our site also has an Owner’s section 
(see the “owner login” at the top right).  
Once you access that area, you’ll be 
able to see the same information as 
before, but with the addition of an 
“owners” section on the top menu.  
From there, you’ll have access to two 
year’s worth of information such as 

everyone.  It has moved; its new loca-
tion is on the main street beside the 
Shopper’s Drug Mart. 
 
Suwan’s Thai Cuisine:  If you’re head-
ing to Minden, Suwan’s offers a great 
variety of delicious Thai dishes for ei-
ther take-out or eat in.  Not licensed. 
 
Rhubarb:   For a special occasion, a 
trip to Carnarvon is worth the drive.  
Located on the same property as the 
Boshkung Brewing Co, the restaurant is 
fine dining in Haliburton country.  Make 
sure to make reservations. 
 
Summerkiss: Open only in the sum-
mer, Summerkiss is another fine dining 
spot south of Minden on Hwy 35.  It 
offers a southeast Asian inspired menu 
created by a renowned Toronto chef 
who summers in the area. 
 
If you have a favourite eating spot that 
you’d like to share with other owners, 
please send your suggestion to mar-
cusbeachboard@gmail.com and we’ll 
publish it in a future newsletter. 
 
We’d love to hear from you! 

AGM minutes, financial reports, Board 
minutes, and the Landscaping reports 
that are driving that project. 
 
If you have any features you think the 
website should add, please don’t hesi-
tate to make a couple of suggestions.   
 
And a huge thanks to both Bob Thom-
son and Ken Graham for the redesign.  
We love it! 

Restaurants 
 
For those times when no one feels like 
cooking, here are some spots in the 
area that are worth a visit. 
 
Baked & Battered:  Right on the way 
into town, this small shop serves the 
BEST fish and chips around.  With 
some amazing home-made treats for 
dessert, it can’t be beat for an easy 
meal, summer or winter. 
 
Maple Avenue Tap & Grill: Great for 
breakfast or anytime!   A licensed pub 
with a Korean flair, it has something for 
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Lori’s Corner 
A few reminders to owners: 
 Week selection information for 

2019 will be sent to owners in the 
week of June 25 and confirmation 
of your schedule will be sent in ear-
ly August.  

 
 Please remember that daytime 

campfires are not allowed between 
April 1 and October 31.  There are 
guidelines in the black cottage 
binder.  Also, please do not clean 
out the fire pits by removing old 
logs or ashes; let Saul do this.  If 
your fire pit needs to be cleaned 
out, leave a message at the office 
and we’ll get to it quickly.  This 
spring we noticed that at least one 
owner had disposed of fire ashes in 
the lake; this is an environmental 
hazard so please leave it to Saul to 
handle. 

 
 If someone else is going to be us-

ing your week, please send an 
email to Lori at manag-
er@marcusbeachcottages.ca.  If 
you are renting or loaning your cot-
tage, please ensure the guests 
know the timing and procedure for 
checkout. 

 

 Haliburton Highlands has a very 
strict recycling policy.  If owners do 
not follow the right procedures (for 
example, putting recyclables in 
garbage), Saul or our student end 
up having to sort through wet and 
unpleasant garbage to remove the 
recyclable before it can be taken 
away.  Sorting garbage and recy-
clables is one of the responsibilities 
of cottage ownership; if you’re not 
sure if an item is recyclable, there’s 
information taped to the inside of 
the kitchen cupboard door, or ask 
for assistance.   Please help keep 
our region clean! 

 
 If you are in a pet-free cottage, 

please ensure any potential renters 
or visitors are aware that this re-
striction includes all animals, in-
cluding service dogs.  
 

Missed the AGM? 
A quick reminder that the full Board 
presentation from the 2018 Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) is posted on 
our website.   

It has lots of excellent information in-
cluding the Board’s 2018 goals, the 
financial status of Marcus Beach, and 
much more.   

Boating Update 
Boating rules in Ontario are changing!   

The most recent update is that all life 
jackets or personal flotation devices 
(PFD’s) must have a whistle attached, 
even when using paddle boards.  We 
will be ensuring the MB jackets comply 
but if you use an older personal jacket, 
you may want to ensure you add a 
whistle, or risk getting fined if caught on 
the lake. 

Ticks 
You may have heard that experts are 
predicting more disease-positive ticks 
in Ontario in 2018.  Marcus Beach and 
the entire Haliburton area is a low-risk 
region but ticks are carried on migrato-
ry birds and animals so please still take 
basic precautions if you are walking off 
the trails into wooded areas.  

Wear long sleeves and pants and tuck 
pant legs into socks to decrease ex-
posed skin around ankles.  And if you 
notice a tick on your skin, remove it as 
quickly and completely as possible 
without squeezing its body.     
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Giving Back 
 
Haliburton County has a thriving arts 
community, lots of natural beauty, and is 
a wonderful place to spend our cottage 
weeks.  

However, while sitting on a dock looking 
out at the lake, it’s easy to forget that it 
also has one of the highest concentra-
tion of low-income families in all of On-
tario, mostly due to the number of low-
paying seasonal jobs and a high propor-
tion of pensioners.  

If you’ve ever wondered how you might 
give back to the community we all enjoy, 
here are some simple ideas: 

 Shop local.  Next time you come to 
the cottage, consider bringing just a 
few essentials and do your grocery 
shopping here.  Enjoy the local mar-
kets in the summer.  Visit a restau-
rant or two.  Check out local thea-
tre.  And never forget to pick up 
some Kawartha Dairy ice cream! 

 There are over 1,000 people regis-
tered with the Haliburton food bank, 
over 40% of whom are children.  It’s 
easy to donate, with bins at all local 
grocery stores which accept food 
and household essentials. 

 When deciding which charities to 
support, keep Haliburton in mind.  

How do we already help?  Since 2017 
whenever our bottle recycling shed is 
getting full, Saul contacts the local Lions 
Club.  They send a couple of volunteers 
to empty the shed and return the bottles, 
keeping all proceeds. 

In our first few months of the program, 
we donated almost $600 to the Lions 
Club, this year sup-
porting their guide 
dog program. 

It’s a lovely win-win 
arrangement! 

Never heard of pickle ball before you 
came to Marcus Beach?  Well, neither 
had we but it is fun for all ages and is 
quite addictive!   
 
The basic rules of pickle ball can be 
found on this website:  
https://www.pickleballcanada.org 
  
As many of you know, Marcus Beach 
purchased a couple of sets of pickle 
ball racquets and balls to help intro-
duce the sport to Marcus Beach.  And 
what a success – the court is in use 
regularly and it’s clear that owners are 
enjoying the sport!  
 
The net was damaged over the winter 
and we’ll be repairing it as soon as 
possible, but we won’t be replacing the 
racquets and balls as they are dam-
aged or lost.  Like tennis, we encour-
age owners who like the sport to pick 
up their own equipment and store it in 
their basements.  
 

occurring throughout the area for the 
following few months. 
 
The “Help Me Find” tab will direct you 
to listings of local restaurants and  mu-
seums as well as where to find a range 
of winter activities from skiing to dog-
sledding. 
 
Another useful website with lots of in-
formation is www.fyihaliburton.com. 
 
When you go into town be sure to pick 
up the local paper “The Highlander” - 
its free and full of information on news, 
events, fairs and activities. 
 
You can also subscribe to get the 
newspaper automatically sent to your 
inbox - check out the link below: 
www.thehighlander.ca/download 
 

Pickleball ! 

Summer Activities 
 
Warm weather is finally here and there 
is a lot to see and do around Halibur-
ton! 
 
www.myhaliburtonhighlands.com is a 
web site that contains many great ide-
as but there are two sections that may 
be of special interest to cottagers.  The 
“What’s Happening” tab contains a 
chronological listing of various events 

Survey 
 
A quick reminder that we’ll soon be 
issuing our annual Marcus Beach own-
er satisfaction survey.   

Please take a few minutes to complete 
it and help your Board of Directors un-
derstand your concerns, issues, and 
thoughts.  Thanks! 


